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Advice to Freshmen 
Shawnalese Hinkson and Djemila Compaore 

 

 
For starters, welcome! You might 

have noticed that you attend a small school; 
do you know what that means? Teachers 
will be on your back if you do not complete 
their assignments. Which it may not seem 
like it now, but it's actually a good thing; 
and you should appreciate it. As seniors, we 
have racked up enough experiences over the 
years (both good and bad) to know what to 
do to make your high school experience 
efficient. Because we can’t go back in time 
to apply what we’ve learned, we want to 
pass it on to you. 

As you have probably heard several 
times continuously, don’t take your 

Freshman year as a joke. You might 
think Freshman year doesn’t matter 
because you have three more years; 
but believe it or not this is the easiest 
year, so take it seriously. The classes 
are easy and the workload is light, 
especially when compared to what 
you will be receiving in the future. 
Take this as a warning, take 

advantage of this year or you will regret it 
later.  

Keep up with your school work, but at 
the same time use your time wisely. Please 
join clubs now, we beg of you. You have 
GGE, which has enough clubs for you to 
find your interest. You also have sports, and 
other extracurriculars all available to you. 
Join clubs that you know you will enjoy; 
otherwise you’re wasting your time. But, at 
the same time, use your time to focus on 
yourself. Catch up on sleep now, because 
you will need a good night's sleep. The main 
thing we're trying to say is, enjoy yourself; 
but also prioritize your work. It is possible 
to do both, so long as you take it seriously. 
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Separate but Not Equal 

Djemila Compaore 
  

In the 21st century, we hope for fair 
education, equal rights, and an end to sexism. 
We are finally in the era we were waiting for, 
but we’re still struggling with a lot of issues. 
One of the most significant being racial 
segregation. Racial segregation is something 
that has taken ahold of several societies for 
centuries upon centuries. Despite the idea of 
race being man made, we still use it as a 
standard in various situations, which results in 
segregation. 
        Let's go back to when the idea of race was 
first invented; key word being invented. We 
have gotten so use to race that we come to think 
of it as being natural. Race was a term first 
coined in the early 1800s. The early English 
settlers coined the term for one simple reason: 
to maintain superiority in the hierarchy that they 
created. The term race was propagated when 
conflict arose between the elite class and the 
indentured servants/slaves. Indentured servants 
and the African slaves joined together to rebel 
against the treatment they received by the upper 
class. In response, the elite attempted to divide 
the indentured servants and African slaves by 
using skin color. By identifying people by their 
skin color, indentured servants were made to 
feel that they were above African slaves. From 
then, race became the criteria used for 
determining significant issues in and outside the 
country. 
Why look at segregation in the 19th and 20th 
centuries when it's obviously clear in our 
modern day and age? In many countries like 
South Africa, it's easy to spot which areas are 
dominated by which race. For instance, all of  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the beach houses and mansions are concentrated 
in the nicer areas of Cape Town. These areas 
are dominated by the rich population of the 
country, who are mostly white. Whereas in the 
more dangerous parts of Cape Town the 
mansions are replaced by sheds and they house 
the lower class citizens who are mostly Indian, 
African, or mixed race citizens. This is a similar 
case in the U.S where most of the segregation is 
in our housing and education. Due to the Fair 
Housing Act that was once passed, a majority of 
the expensive homes are owned by people of 
the white race. This ownership creates a 
problem as more institutions, such as schools, 
also become segregated. 
        Despite segregation, being clear as broad 
daylight, we don't blink an eye at it. It's almost 
as if the inaccurate “separate but equal” 
mentality is still being pushed upon us. 
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Activities For Teens to do in NYC! 
Jadaya Nicholson Souff 

 
 
The first place teens can go that most people 
should know is Luna Park. Enjoy the fun rides 
before they close for winter. Luna Park is 
located on/around the Coney Island 
Boardwalk. 
 
 
 

 
 
The second place is the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden. The garden always have some sort of 
activity going on! Also it is just fun to walk 
around and see the different plants especial 
during cherry blossom season. This weekend 
they are hosting the Chile Pepper Festival. 
 

 
 
The third and final place is the Brooklyn Museum. 
On the first saturday of every month they have a 
big event that is free. They have different art 
workshops, music, and dancing! 
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“Subject Equality” 
Shawnalese Hinkson 

Imagine going from eating Applebee's to 
eating Ramen Noodles. You got the image? 
Good, welcome to the life of the advanced 
senior English scholars at AMS. 
 

World Literature: a class created for 
11th and 10th graders who have already taken 
the English regent; so why give this class to 
the seniors who have taken Honors English 
and AP Seminar? Because there are no other 
courses to offer. The problem isn’t the 
curriculum of the class, but the environment. 
The concerns of the AP students are related to 
the environment. 
 

The class lowers the care level of these 
students since it was originally intended for 
11th graders. Although it is now being 
considered an inclusive English class, it does 
little for their peace of mind since the students 
in this class treat it as their free time. Their lack 
of urgency is frustrating for the teacher and 
these students because the class isn't going at 
the challenging pace that these AP students 
are used to. For example, when told to write a 
one page story in the World Literature class, 
the 11th grade students seemed surprised; 
they murmured and complained. Whereas, 
some of the seniors taking this class have a lot 
of experience writing essays up to six pages in 
length.  
 

By being put in a class with students 
that do not match the senior pace, these 
seniors react by taking the class as easy (even 
though they shouldn't) or they believe they are 
smarter because they have more experience. 
A class shouldn't make a student feel smart 
because it seems easy; it should make them  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

feel smart because it challenges their mind. 
Rather than a class to full a slot, students 
should have more choices for English 
classes.These seniors shouldn't take a class 
purely because they need four years of 
English; but because it is useful and up to their 
speed. You would not put slower testers in a 
room with fast tester because it would not be 
fair, why should it be done to these students? 
Though some of these students might 
appreciate a decrease in their workload, others 
prefer a class that challenges them because it 
allows their brain to grow.  
 
     AMS is for advanced math and science, but 
English is a four year course, which means that 
there should be many additional courses for 
English. If AMS prides themselves as a school 
of equal opportunity for all subjects, then there 
should be as much English opportunities. 
English will be a big part in our future lives and 
the students at AMS--seniors, juniors, 
sophomores and freshmen all deserve the 
same opportunities in all their subjects. 
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LGBTQIA+  Column 

Javon Hawker 
 

Welcome back beloved readers  and 

congrats on a new school year! The topic for this 

article is acceptance and understanding of people 

who don’t fit in with society’s gender roles or 

assignment. The definition of  gender is “the state of 

being male or female (typically used with reference 

to social and cultural differences rather than 

biological ones).” Our society decides what roles 

men and women should do.  To put it in simpler 

terms,  the world has been implanted with multiple 

stereotypes of how men and women should act; men 

should be strong, masculine and be the head of the 

house while women, on the other hand, should be 

more of a housewife. The running joke of gender is 

that there are 69 genders; this is the ignorant 

comment most people use when they are either 

educated on gender fluidity or purposely want to 

break down the spirits of people who are gender 

non-conforming. Don’t let them get to you, always 

remember that you are important, beautiful and 

courageous, just for being your true self.  For the 

friends of gender non-conforming people, respect 

their pronouns, what they identify as and support 

them; because you may not know the struggle they 

go through outside of school. To solve the streak of 

misgendering people is to respect and accept the 

identity of  gender non-conforming students. 
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 Scanning and Racial Profiling For School 
Shawnalese Hinkson 

“Hands out in front of you, feet apart.” 
Doesn’t this sound a lot like “hands up against the 
wall, feet apart”? Welcome to Frank J. Macchiarola 
Educational Complex, where scanning feels a lot 
like stop and frisk or a prison check. 

Scanning type security is very prominent in 
minority schools. In the 1990s, crime had been high 
in New York City leading to the installation of 
scanning in New York city schools. Even now that 
crime has fallen more than 48%, more than 236 
schools still use scanning. In the words of Jill 
Blomberg, a principal of Park slope Collegiate, 
“There are a lot of things that are done in the name 
of student safety that don’t view the students as the 
people who need to be protected, but view the 
students as the people somebody else needs to be 
protected from,” (Reyes, 2016). This is shown 
through the fact that students and visitors seem to 
be the only ones scanned, and that scanning is 
mostly in schools dominated by minorities. This 
system makes it seems like students are 
untrustworthy. Teachers have bad days, but no one 
assumes they will be of danger, instead, students in 
these communities have this assumption placed on 
them.  

So what does scanning say about the way 
students are perceived? Well, let’s put it this way, 
there aren’t scanners in school like Brooklyn Tech; 
but schools like the Frank J. Macchiarola 

Educational Complex have scanners. Even though 
students of both schools should be seen as equal 
scholars, they are supposedly seen as scholars with 
different agendas. Scholars at Frank J. Macchiarola 
need to be kept safe from each other, while students 
at schools with no scanners don’t need that 
protection from one another.  

The relationship between scanning, stop and 
frisk, and prison check has a lot to do with the 
school to prison pipeline. The school to prison 
pipeline is defined as the link between school and 
the Jailhouse. Minors and young adults from 
disadvantaged background become incarcerated 
because of increasingly harsh school policies.  

While trying to conduct interviews, I found 
that students found that we needed to be protected 
from each other and found nothing wrong with 
other schools not require scanning. Basically, 
students within our school complex believe that we 
need to be protected from one another. This type of 
mindset is in complete relation to the school to 
prison pipeline. Since children already feel that they 
are bad, they act out. The system seems to tell us 
that we are criminals that need to be checked. Under 
the scanning system the worst is assumed. Everyday 
objects are viewed as threats, for instance, it is 
assumed that a hair pick can be used as a weapon, 
or we could hide weapons in our hair. 

Don’t get me wrong, there are positives to 
scanning; but it gives off the wrong impression. For 
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one, in New York City, scanning mostly takes place 
in schools for minorities. Even if teachers and 
others around us call us scholars, the effect of 
scanning can be enough to give us second thoughts 
on what the people around us actually believe about 
us. Also, we have scanning but it doesn’t detect 
everything. Instead, it focuses on umbrellas, spoons, 
hair accessories, or open bottles. If scanning is 
necessary for our safety, why isn’t it in all schools, 
regardless of race and/or neighborhood? Why isn’t 
everyone under the same suspicion of bringing a 
weapon to an institution? Don’t all schools deserve 
the same type of safety? The truth is that scanning is 
the racial profiling for schools. We are blinded by 
the idea that it protects the students, that we don’t 
realize its true meaning.  

Let’s look into scanning on rainy or snowy 
days. The lines are long because students have to 
take their shoes off, it needs to be ensured that there 
are no weapons in student shoes. But when some 
refuse to take their shoes off, there are arguments 
and disagreements that back up scanning. The 
students are late to school giving them detention, 
which leads back to the school to prison pipeline. 
Of course, situations like this won’t be resolved 
because it has already been established that students 
can’t be trusted. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The History and The 
Rebirth of Lynching 

Djemila Compaore 

 
We often hear that history repeats itself, but 

how often does it happen? And are we really aware 
of when it reoccurs? When it comes to certain 
traumatizing and angering aspects of history, it's 
understandable that some of us wants to bury it in 
the past. That way we do not have to relive those 
experiences. But it comes to a point where we must 
put that to the side and thoroughly understand what 
is going on; otherwise we blankly look at it when it's 
in front of us. It becomes a case of irony: we ignore 
something because we don't want to relive it, but 
we unawarely relive the past because we’re 
choosing to ignore it. 

To be specific, when I say “traumatizing and 
angering aspects of history”, I am referring to the 
Jim Crow Era; one of the most hate filled eras in 
the history of the United States. When we hear Jim 
Crow, we automatically think discrimination and 
segregation. Yes, those were a large part of the Jim 
Crow Era, but so was lynching and the murdering 
of African Americans for the most angering 
reasons. These senseless and hateful crimes were 
committed purely to spread fear and terrorize the 
African American community. After decades, we 
would've hoped that a sense of humanity has 
grown since then, but unfortunately that isn't 
exactly the case. In the last several years there 
have once again been cases of murder and 
terrorizing by white supremacists. For example,  in 
2017 Karl Oliver (Mississippi State Representative) 
claimed that “the destruction of these [confederate] 
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monuments, erected in the loving memory of our 
family and fellow Southern Americans, is both 
heinous and horrific”, then blatantly stated that 
anyone who tries to destroy these monuments 
“should be LYNCHED! Let it be known, I [Karl 
Oliver] will do all in my power to prevent this from 
happening in our State”. The most alarming part 
being that this is only one out of many examples of 
lynching being used as a threat. Using lynching as 
a method to enforce his belief, especially from 
someone with his power, sends a message to such 
harmful and destructive mindset is validated. 

Hearing the horrible truths of how blacks 
were treated in the past is hard to process, and it is 
extremely necessary. In this day and age, it is 
horrendous and unbelievable to hear people still 
using lynching as an attempt to spread fear. One 
would think that with time, people would begin to 
see the cruel ways of the past, but unfortunately, 
that is not the case. It's time to have an honest 
discussion, and nationally acknowledge what is 
appropriate and what is inappropriate; that way we 
won't have to continuously experience the effects of 
the false, ignorant, and inhumane mindset that was 
established in the past. 
 
Source: 
https://www.cnn.com/2017/05/23/opinions/stop-mai
nstream-lynching-opinion-love/index.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Like what you read? 
 
Join Journalism 
Club! 
 
Contact Djemila 
Compaore, or Mr. 
Cahill in room 341 if 
you’re interested, or 
come to a meeting!  
 
We meet from 3:15 to 
4:15 every Friday in 
room 341! 

https://www.cnn.com/2017/05/23/opinions/stop-mainstream-lynching-opinion-love/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2017/05/23/opinions/stop-mainstream-lynching-opinion-love/index.html

